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MEDIA RELEASE  

 
AsiaSat Announces UHD Broadcast Initiative in Asia 

 
Hong Kong, 2 June 2015 – Asia’s leading satellite operator Asia Satellite Telecommunications 

Co. Ltd. (AsiaSat) today announced the plan to deploy Asia’s first dedicated Ultra HD (UHD) 

broadcast platform in the next few months. 

 

Initially using a C-band transponder on AsiaSat 4 at 122°E, the UHD platform, based on DVB-

S2 and HEVC solutions, will be able to deliver 2-5 full time UHD channels. Transmissions will be 

in a free to air format, available for reception by terrestrial TV stations, pay TV platforms and 

home viewers across Asia which possess appropriate decoding equipment and a C-band 

antenna as small as 2.4 metres. 

 

William Wade, President and Chief Executive Officer of AsiaSat, said, “UHD is gaining 

momentum in Asia with UHD TV sets readily available and affordable. However, there is still a 

lack of UHD content and consumer receivers in Asia. AsiaSat is proud to play a key role in UHD 

content delivery in Asia with the launch of this new UHD broadcast platform. We are committed 

to working closely with content and technology partners to make the delivery economics work 

for UHD broadcasting in this part of the world.” 

 

“The adoption of UHD will continue to be driven by consumers’ increasing demand for improved 

picture quality for sports and movies. Upcoming major sporting events such as the 2016 Rio 

Olympic Games and the 2018 FIFA World Cup are expected to be key drivers for the adoption 

of UHD. We look forward to supporting the UHD transmissions of these events on AsiaSat 4 

and our future AsiaSat 9 satellite that is designed to meet the higher throughput requirements of 

UHD broadcasting.” 

 

“As Asia’s premier satellite operator for over 25 years, AsiaSat has always strived to be at the 

forefront of advancing satellite communications. We are well positioned to work with our 

partners to introduce more exciting TV services to Asia,” Wade further added. 
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The UHD Research Laboratory was established at AsiaSat’s Tai Po Earth Station in Hong Kong. 

This initiative is aimed at promoting and incubating the reception of UHD content under the 

AsiaSat footprint. The Lab is tasked to evaluate UHD solutions including the technical 

compatibility of satellite reception and transmission, playout and compression technologies, as 

well as content providers. Over the past few months, tests were successfully conducted on 

various HEVC encoding equipment, including off-air and real-time transcoding of channels at 

various bit rates.  

 

# # # 
About AsiaSat 
Asia Satellite Telecommunications Company Limited (AsiaSat), the leading satellite operator in Asia, 
serves over two-thirds of the world's population with its six satellites, AsiaSat 3S, AsiaSat 4, AsiaSat 5, 
AsiaSat 6, AsiaSat 7 and AsiaSat 8. The AsiaSat satellite fleet serves both the broadcast and 
telecommunications industries. Over 450 television and radio channels are now delivered by the 
company's satellites offering access to over 710 million TV households across the Asia-Pacific region. 
AsiaSat also provides VSAT networks throughout the region. AsiaSat’s next satellite, AsiaSat 9 on order 
from the manufacturer is planned to be launched in late 2016 or early 2017. AsiaSat is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Asia Satellite Telecommunications Holdings Limited, a company listed on The Stock 
Exchange of Hong Kong Limited (Stock Code: 1135). For more information, please visit www.asiasat.com.  
 
 
Media Contacts:   
 
Asia Satellite Telecommunications Company Limited 
Sabrina Cubbon, VP, Sales and Marketing Winnie Pang, Manager, Corporate Affairs 
Tel: (852) 2500 0899                                        Tel: (852) 2500 0880 
Mobile: (852) 9097 1210                                  Email: wpang@asiasat.com 
Email: scubbon@asiasat.com 
 
 

http://www.asiasat.com/�

